Curbing Climate Change
China’s role
Gradually but inevitably, the world is becoming aware of the dire consequences climate change will have. In every solution to this problem, China
plays a crucial role. Not only is China the largest emitter of CO2 in the world,
but it is also the largest consumer of coal. China could hide behind its status
as a developing country, and so shirk its responsibilities in countering climate
change. Yet, it chooses not to do so thereby opening many chances for the
Netherlands and the EU to curb climate change together.
In the Paris Agreement, China formulated various ambitious goals. These are
coined the Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and aim, for instance,
to lower its carbon intensity per unit of GDP by about 60-65% in 2030 relative
to 2005. China also strives to have 20% of the share of renewable energy to
lessen its dependency on coal and has already become the largest investor
in renewable energy.

We must be committed to green development.
Green mountains are gold mountains. To protect
the environment is to protect productivity, and to
improve the environment is to boost productivity.
– President Xi Jinping

at the Leaders Summit on Climate

Relevance to the Netherlands and EU
These green developments are of significant relevance to the Netherlands
and the EU since they could combat
climate change. For example, if China
were to scale up the number of solar
panels, electric cars, or even hydrogen
electrolysers, the costs per unit would
decrease, ensuring that these sustainable alternatives would become
more viable. On top of that, these developments can impact economies
worldwide. If China, one of the largest
importers of oil, gas, and coal, were
to completely switch from coal to gas,
it would have a huge impact on global supply security and price developments.

Cooperation for a green future
To pave the way for a green future, the Netherlands and the EU should attempt to accelerate these developments. By supporting China in reaching its goals, China may choose to raise its NDCs and so global climate ambitions. The Netherlands
and the EU could exchange knowledge on environmental technologies with China, actively involve China in multilateral
energy forums, and create strategies with China to decrease emissions in shipping, just to mention a few. This will not only
aid in curbing climate change but also opens opportunities for Dutch businesses who can test their new technology in China on a large scale and see the demand for their knowledge increase. On the downside, violations of Intellectual Property
Rights and forced technology transfers happen. These are some hurdles to overcome on the way to saving the planet.

